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Abstract 

Comprehension of theoretical discourse devoted to 

study of civic consciousness in Russia will make it 

possible to identify methodological alternatives in 

researching this phenomenon and construct the most 

optimal multidimensional and methodological field for 

investigating civic consciousness devoid of paradigm 

limitation within the context of tasks facing the country 

related to formation of civic patriotism and civic 

identity. In order to implement this research conception, 

a critical analysis strategy of civic consciousness 

knowledge with the identification of paradigm features 

that have arisen in the scientific and research practices 

obtained in various subject domains, is proposed in the 

article. The discursive analysis results have shown that 

the concept of civic consciousness as an integral social 

phenomenon, which determines the cognitive need for 

the development of a multidimensional methodological 

construct of the wholism study of civic consciousness in 

Russia is being lost in the disciplinary scientific and 

research practices. 

Key words: citizenship, civil society, discursive 

practices, political culture, civic patriotism, civic 

consciousness culture, legal culture, civil identity, civic 

solidarity.  

 

 

Introduction 

In the late XXth century modernization efforts 

of Russian reformers were aimed at changing the vector 

of social development in the liberal direction. A project 

for formation of a civil society in Russia, in terms of 

which a particular significance was taken by the 

problems of civic consciousness and civil identity 

formation, was proposed within the framework of 

liberal modernization. However, the solution of the 

abovementioned problems was due to certain difficulties 

caused by the fact that the transformational changes in 

                                                 
1  The article was accomplished within the framework of 

the State Task (Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian 

Federation), project No.28.3486.2017/ ПЧ “Civic patriotism in the 

formation and development of solidarist practices in the South of 
Russia: resource potential and conditions of its utilization.” 

Russian society are constantly starting within the 

framework of the combination of modernization and 

traditional principles, including in the minds of 

Russians. 

In this regard, some researchers, criticizing 

Russia's historical experience, use such a notion as a 

“split society”2 in respect of it, in which, the way is 

permanently paved for the cultivation of liberal values 

during the modernization process on the one hand, but 

the mass basis of traditionalism, being reactivating the 

conservative values and attitudes, is constantly 

preserved on the other hand. In that context, various 

faces of civic consciousness based on both liberal and 

conservative grounds have been formed in 

contemporary Russia.  

The problems of civic consciousness in 

contemporary society are of not only the Russian public 

concern with reference of the prospects for the 

formation of a civil society in it, but also in Western 

countries with a developed civil society wherein a 

decrease in civic engagement has been observed 

recently, especially among young people3. Therefore, 

the year 2005 was declared as the European Year of 

Civic Consciousness through Education by the Council 

of Europe. It has been noted in the “Concept of the Ad 

Hoc Committee of Experts on the European Year of 

Civic Consciousness through education”: “The goal of 

the year is to introduce people to the fact that the civic 

consciousness is a comprehensive, not just a legal and 

political concept. On the one hand, the civic 

consciousness implies that all citizens, women and men 

should fully exercise human rights and feel protected by 

a democratic society. On the other hand, the civic 

consciousness also implies that everyone should be 

involved in the issues relating to life in society and act 

over the course of his life as an active and responsible 

citizen, respecting the rights of others.”4 “National 

Civizen Participation Strategy” aimed at promoting 

civic consciousness via enhancing citizen participation 

was adopted by the Federal Government in the Federal 

Republic of Germany in 20105.  

                                                 
2  Matveeva S.Ya. Split society: the path and fate of 

Russia in the social and cultural theory of Alexander Akhiezer // 
Akhiezer A.S. Russia: Criticism of Historical Experience (social and 

cultural of Russia). T. I: From the past to the future. Novosibirsk, 

1998.  
3  Erster Engagementbericht. Enquete Kommission «Für 

eine Kultur der Mitverantwortung». Berlin: Bundesministerium für 

Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 2012. S. 71–74. 
4  European Year of Citizenship through Education. 

2005. Learning and living democracy. Concept paper. Ad Hoc 

Committee of Experts for the European Year of Citizenship through 
Education (CAHCIT). Strasbourg, 29 November 2004. P. 3. 

[Electronic source]. URL: 

http://garantedirittipersonaminori.consiglioveneto.it/scuola/allegati/27

3.pdf 
5 Engagementpolitik in Dialog. Kommentare und 

Stellungnamen zur Engagementstrategie der Bundesregierung. 
Nationale Forum fuer Engagement und Partizipation. Band 4. Berlin: 

mailto:olgashv2007@yandex.ru
mailto:ugvolkov@sfedu.ru
mailto:avlubsky@gmail.com
mailto:6dan74@gcom.ru
mailto:s.glushkova023@gmail.com
http://garantedirittipersonaminori.consiglioveneto.it/scuola/allegati/273.pdf
http://garantedirittipersonaminori.consiglioveneto.it/scuola/allegati/273.pdf
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A lot of attention is also paid to the study of 

problems related to civic engagement and civic 

participation in foreign scientific and research 

practices.6 Increased interest in studying the problems 

associated with the formation of civic consciousness 

and its particularities in modern Russian society is also 

observed in Russian scientific and research practices. 

The scientific knowledge obtained within the 

framework of various disciplines is in need of critical 

analysis. 

 

Scientific Literature Review  

 Certain results of civic consciousness study in 

Russia have already been summed up in the scientific 

literature within the framework of such disciplines as 

political science, psychology, pedagogy, culturology, 

philosophy and sociology. 

At the same time, researchers note that civic 

consciousness is being studied in politology primarily as 

a political and legal phenomenon expressed in the 

fulfillment of civil rights and obligations by an 

individual7. Besides, the problematics of interaction 

between the state and civil society institutions as well as 

individual citizens enjoy particular popularity8; the role 

of civic consciousness in the formation of civil society9; 

civic consciousness and political participation10; civic 

                                                                             
Bundesnetzwerk Bürgerschaftliches Engagement (BBE). 2010. S. 4. 

6  Ekman J., Amna E. Political participation and civic 
engagement: towards a new typology // Human Affairs. 2012 Vol. 22. 

No. 3. P. 283–300; Berger B. Political Theory, Political Science, and 

the End of Civic Engagement // Perspectives on Politics. 2009. Vol. 7. 
No. 2. P. 335–350; Armingeon K. Political Participation and 

Associational Involvement // Citizenship and Involvement in 

European Democracies: A Comparative Analysis / Eds. W. van Deth, 
J. R. Montero, A. Westholm. London & New York: Routledge, 2007. 

P. 358–383;  Martín I., Deth J.W. van. Political Involvement // 

Citizenship and Involvement in European Democracies: A 
Comparative Analysis / Eds. W. van Deth, J. R. Montero, A. 

Westholm. London & New York: Routledge, 2007. P. 303–333;  

Hooghe M., Dejaeghere Y. Does the «Monitorial Citizen» Exist? An 
Empirical Investigation into the Occurrence of Postmodern Forms of 

Citizenship in the Nordic Countries // Scandinavian Political Studies. 

2007. Vol. 30. No. 2. P. 249–271;  Zukin C., Keeter S., Andolina, M., 
Jenkins, K., Delli Carpini M.X. A New Engagement? Political 

Participation, Civic Life, and the Changing American Citizen. New 

York: Oxford University Press 2006; Brad H. Political Participation // 
Measures of Political Attitudes / Eds. P. Robinson, P.R. Shaver, L.S. 

Wrightsman. San Diego: Academic Press, 1999. P. 737–801;  Delli 

M. Civic Engagement. APA. Org. American Psychological 
Association, n.d. Web. 25 Apr. 2016 // Civic Engagement. [Electronic 

source] 

URL:https://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=Civic%20Engagem
ent&item_type=topic&sr=50; 

7 Skalina A.N. Civic consciousness in modern Russia: 

Author's abstract of the dissertation of the PhD in Political Sciences. 
Ufa, 2008.  

8 Polukhin O.N. Civic consciousness as a subject of the 

political analysis: the Author's abstract of the dissertation of the 
Doctor of Political Sciences, M., 2005.  

9 Putnam R. In order democracy to work. Civil 

traditions in modern Italy. M., Ad Marginem, 1996.  
10  Sergeeva E.Ya. Political participation and political 

orientation of the Russian population: the methodology of research 

consciousness as an idea of individual political 

formation11; civic consciousness as a factor in the 

political culture formation12.  

 However, some researchers emphasize that an 

inadequate attention is paid in Russian political science 

to the consideration of civic consciousness within the 

context of Russia's socio-political transformation 

modern processes; the political integration mechanisms 

of Russian society remain poorly studied; the matter of 

the specificity of civic consciousness perceptions in 

Russian and Western intellectual traditions is 

debatable.13.  

Researchers note that civic consciousness is 

primarily considered as an integrative complex of 

personal qualities that determines its social orientation 

within the framework of psychological and pedagogical 

discourse.14 At the same time, researchers draw 

attention to the fact that the issues of individual civic 

qualities formation15, the education of civic 

consciousness at various stages of individual 

socialization process16 traditionally attract the attention 

of psychologists and teachers. A lot of attention is paid 

to study of factors affecting the process of forming civic 

consciousness among the youngsters in modern 

psychological and pedagogical literature17. Besides, the 

civic consciousness problem is considered in terms of 

the theme of moral and patriotic values cultivation 

within the framework of psychological and pedagogical 

discourse.18  

The review of cultural literature makes it 

possible for researchers to distinguish the following 

trends in the study of civic consciousness: a) citizenship 

as a moral imperative that determines the relationship of 

                                                                             
and forecasting: Author's abstract of the dissertation of the PhD in 
Political Sciences. M., 1995; 

11 Aivazyan A.A., Olkhovikov K.M. Modern Russia in the 

mirror of Western concepts of civic consciousness and extremism // 
Governance Matters. 2009. No.7.  

12 Grishina Т.А. Formation of civic consciousness of 

students as a factor of political culture formation in Russia: The 
author's abstract of the PhD in political sciences M., 2009.  

13 Trunova T.A. Transformation of ideals of civic 

consciousness and mechanisms of its formation in the Russian 
political culture: the dissertation of the PhD in political sciences. 

Perm, 2008. 
14 Filonov G.N. The phenomenon of civic consciousness 

in the structure of personal development / / Pedagogy. 2007. No.8.  
15 Dashidondokova L.B. Psychological mechanisms of 

civic consciousness formation in the personality of an upper-form 
pupil: Abstract the PhD in psychological sciences. Ulan-Ude, 2008.  

16 Doroshuk L.A. Education of civic consciousness 

foundations in children of senior preschool age in institutions of 
additional education: Author's abstract of the PhD in pedagogical 

sciences. Chelyabinsk, 2011.  
17 Vagaytseva E.S. Classification of the factors forming 

the civic consciousness of schoolchildren / / Education and science in 

modern conditions. 2015. No.3.  
18 Grevtseva G.Ya., Ippolitova N.V. Education of civic 

consciousness and patriotism of youth: a historical aspect // Bulletin of 

the Chelyabinsk State Pedagogical University. 2015. No.5. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/s13374-012-0024-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.2478/s13374-012-0024-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Affairs
http://www.apa.org/education/undergrad/civic-engagement.aspx
http://www.apa.org/education/undergrad/civic-engagement.aspx
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man and society19; b) civic consciousness and society 

civic culture;20 c) civic consciousness as a normative 

idea21. Thus, a particular focus is most commonly 

placed on a spiritual and moral content of the civic 

consciousness concept within the framework of 

culturological problematics. Besides, the authors note 

that culturologists also touch upon the issues of social 

and cultural dependence of civic consciousness 

concepts.22 At the same time, researchers call attention 

to the fact that the need for studying social and cultural 

dynamics of civic values in contemporary Russian 

society and laying the groundwork for reupdating the 

idea of civic consciousness is observed at the present 

time.23  

A brief survey of the viewpoints of the classics 

of both foreign and Russian philosophical thought who 

were dealing with the study of the civic consciousness 

problem is given in the modern philosophical papers. In 

such a case, researchers draw attention to the fact that 

such issues as freedom and responsibility of an 

individual, civil society and the state24, civic 

consciousness and the model of Russian statehood25, 

civic identity and socio-political stability of Russian 

society traditionally attract the attention of 

philosophers26. Such trends as the formation of civil 

society and civic participation27, civic engagement and 

solidarity28 associated with civic consciousness study 

are distinguished in the reviews of sociological papers.  

Thus, the results of the civic consciousness 

study have already been summed up in special scientific 

papers within the framework of certain scientific 

disciplines, however, as a rule, without identifying the 

                                                 
19 Reznik, Yu.M. Civil Society as an Idea // Social and 

humanitarian Knowledge. 2002. No.4.  
20 Grevtseva G.Ya. Civic consciousness and civil culture 

— the result of civil society formation / / Bulletin of the Chelyabinsk 
State University. 2012. No.18 (272).  

21 Masalov A.G. Civic consciousness and patriotism: 

theoretical and methodological foundations of research and forms of 
manifestation in modern conditions // Bulletin of the Moscow State 

University for Humanities State University named after M.A. 

Sholokhov. 2015 No.3. 
22 2006.  Kapustina Z.Ya. Civic consciousness as a 

phenomenon of culture. Pskov: Pskov Regional Institute for Advanced 

Training of education employees, 2006. 
23 Kolyabina T.S. Patriotism and Civic consciousness as 

a complex of sociocultural and spiritual values // Society and Law. 

2006. No.2. (12). 
24 Kapustin B.G. Citizenship and civil society. Moscow: 

Publishing House of the State University of Higher School of 

Economics, 2011. 
25 Lubsky R.A. Etatizm as a principle of interaction of a 

person and the state // Historical and socially-educational thought. 

2012. No.6. p.156-157. 
26 Imgrunt S.I. Civil identification of Russians under the 

conditions of social inequality. Rostov on Don, 2015. 
27 Ryvkina R.V. Sociology of Russian Reforms: Social 

Consequences of Economical Changes. Moscow: Publishing House of 

the Higher School of Economics State University, 2004. 
28 Barkov F.A. Civil activity, solidarity and self-

organization in terms of the Russian model of civil society // 

Humanitarian of the South of Russia. 2012. No.2. p. 193-202. 

problematic fields and paradigmatic bases of the 

scientific and research practices existing in the 

abovementioned. In this regard, there is a need for a 

critical analysis of the scientific findings related to study 

of civic consciousness. A comparative understanding of 

the abovementioned will make a contribution to disclose 

the content of the subject fields of the civic 

consciousness study in Russian scientific and research 

practices. 

Methodology 

 The theories of discourse analysis, which 

primarily developed within the framework of social 

constructivist trend in epistemology is the 

methodological basis for civic consciousness studying 

as a subject of disciplinary discursive practices in 

Russia. These theories are based on the idea that 

discourses form the social world with the aid of 

language practices. The following theoretical premises 

are the basis of discourse analysis. Firstly, the notion 

that scientific knowledge about the social world is not a 

direct reflection of an “external” social reality, but the 

result of scientific ways of categorizing it, or a product 

of scientific discourse. Secondly, the acknowledgment 

of the fact that knowledge about the social world is a 

product of historically developed interaction between 

people, and therefore the methods of scientific 

understanding and representation of this world have 

historically and culturally-based specificity. Since 

discourses represent social reality in a particular way, 

the main objective of discourse analysis is to find out 

the way of discursive attributing the values to the social 

world (or its aspects) and which social consequences it 

has.29 In this regard, some authors call attention to the 

fact that discourse is not a means of understanding 

social reality, but a presentation of scientific and 

research practices. Therefore, the discourse semantic 

structure determines not the knowledge of scientists 

about social reality, but it structures this reality itself.30. 

Therefore, discursive practices represent a variety of 

perceptions about social reality, an ensemble of 

semantic patterns that form social reality on the one 

hand, and the cognitive field of competitive struggle in 

science related to creation of scientific knowledge on 

the other hand. 

The principles of historical and scientific 

research are also the methodological basis for studying 

civic consciousness as a subject of disciplinary 

discursive practices. Generally, the history of ideas, the 

history of people as science makers, and civic 

consciousness history as a social institution is the 

                                                 
29  Jorgensen M.V., Phillips L.J. Discourse analysis. 

Theory and Method / Translation from English 2nd revised edition, 

Kharkov: “Humanitarian Center” Publishing House, 2008. p. 23-25; 
236. 

30  Kachanov Yu.L., Markova Yu.V. Autonomy 

and structures of sociological discourse. Moscow: University 

Book, 2010. p. 32-49. 
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subject of historical and scientific research. Narrowly, 

the development of science as a knowledge-based 

system, that is, the content of scientific concepts and 

their paradigm bases is the subject of historical and 

scientific research.  

Within the framework of such an 

understanding of the historical and scientific research 

subject, a theoretical reflection regarding the established 

thematic trends in the civic consciousness scientific 

study, their paradigm bases and results obtained within 

the scope of various disciplinary practices is of 

particular importance. A critical epistemological 

analysis of the existing system of scientific knowledge 

dedicated to civil problematics is the basis of this 

reflection. This analysis involves the following 

methodological procedures: first, the determination of 

the subject fields of disciplinary scientific and research 

practices and the identification of their paradigm 

grounds; secondly, the description of scientific results, 

the definition of controversial questions and scientific 

“gaps”; thirdly, the establishment of authenticity 

(reliability and completeness) of scientific knowledge 

via assessing the extent of their justification, identifying 

contradictions and scientific gaps in the existing 

knowledge system31.  

Results 

Many approaches, concepts and ideas possessing 

their own specifics have been developed in the 

disciplinary discursive practices dedicated to 

consideration of civic consciousness problems.  

 Civic consciousness is primarily considered as 

one of the forms of relations between an individual, 

society and the state, by which a conflict between the 

national interests and human rights as a citizen is 

resolved within the framework of discursive practices 

established in political science. The concept of “civic 

consciousness” is defined in the reference political 

science literature via the following meanings: a) civic 

consciousness as the “highest virtue of a free and full 

participant in the political community”; b) civic 

consciousness as “an ability and willingness to feel like 

a citizen”; c) civic consciousness as an antithesis of 

political apathy; d) civic consciousness as an 

“adherence to the interests of political community”. 

 In political discourse, civic consciousness is 

often interpreted as “an idea reflecting the semantic 

environment of a personality political development32” 

This provides an opportunity to consider a civic 

consciousness as an ideological construct that influences 

a political socialization process of an individual. 

Accentuating the political and legal nature of civic 

consciousness, researchers pay attention to moral 

                                                 
31  Lubsky A.V. Methodology of social research. 

Moscow: INFRA-M, 2017. p. 132. 
32 Aivazyan A.A., Olkhovikov K.M. Modern Russia in the 

mirror of Western Ideas of civic consciousness and extremism // 

Governance Matters. 2009. No.7.  

component of this phenomenon as well. This makes it 

possible to interpret a civic consciousness as “an 

integrative political, moral and legal quality of social 

medium and social subject. The quality of the latter is 

characterized by a high level of political consciousness, 

competence, orderliness and is manifested in active 

participation in a socio-political process, as well as in 

the ability and desire to serve society and the state”33 

Thus, the moral part of a personality without which both 

politics, law, and any other sphere of social life turns 

into orgy of crime, acts as a mainstay of civic 

consciousness. Besides, within this approach, civic 

consciousness acts as not only a personality 

characteristic but as a characteristic of a society as a 

whole. 

 An appeal to the theme of political culture, 

which subject area also embraces the problem of civic 

consciousness, is an important feature of political 

discourse practices. According to T.A. Trunova, a civic 

consciousness “reflects a wide range of human attitudes 

toward the state and its fellow citizens” as an important 

and inalienable element of political culture34.  

 Political culture is considered in a political 

discourse within a cultural and historical context that 

determines its specificity and level of development in 

the society. In this case, the evolution of political 

institutions fills the “civic consciousness” notion with 

different meanings: from self-immolation for the good 

of the country to free and full participation in political 

life. Moreover, variation of this concept interpretation is 

fulfilled solely in accordance with the requirements of 

political situation, the demands of the society and the 

state. Thus, the concepts of  civic consciousness are 

deeply rooted in the political traditions of the society, 

which determine the type of the society political culture.  

 Considering the influence of Russian political 

traditions on citizenship, some researchers note that "the 

relationship between the state and society in Russia was 

built on the principle of allegiance of citizens since 

inception of the state." 35 This model of relations 

between the state and society influenced formation of 

stable paternalistic benchmarks among the population, 

which formed the basis for understanding citizenship as 

a complete and unconditional subordination to power. 

Thus, the model of a citizen in Russian political culture, 

as the researchers believe, did not have a subjective first 

principle: only the role of an object of state policy or a 

                                                 
33  Skalina A.N. Civic consciousness in modern Russia: 

the Author's abstract of the thesis of the PhD in political sciences. Ufa, 

2008. p.12.  
34 Trunova T.A. Transformation of the ideals of civic 

consciousness and the mechanisms of its formation in the Russian 

political culture: the thesis research of the PhD in political sciences. 
Perm, 2008. p.163.  

35 Trunova T.A. Transformation of the ideals of civic 

consciousness and the mechanisms of its formation in the Russian 

political culture: the thesis research of the PhD in political sciences. 

Perm, 2008. p.167.  
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mechanism for its implementation was assigned to a 

person.  

In the psychological-pedagogical discourse, the 

understanding of civic consciousness lies primarily in 

the plane of the moral characteristics of the individual. 

In this aspect, civic consciousness is treated as "the 

moral quality of the individual, which determines 

conscious and active fulfillment of civic obligations and 

duty to the state, society, people; reasonable use of their 

civil rights, exact observance and respect for the laws of 

the country."36 In this interpretation, there is an 

integrative approach linking the moral qualities of the 

individual with its civic position and the level of legal 

culture.  

 Moreover, researchers pay attention to the 

close correlation between the concepts of civic 

consciousness and patriotism, which reflect the social 

characteristics of the individual. In this regard, the 

researchers note that "patriotism acts as an integrative, 

system-forming characteristic of the individual, having 

genetic roots reflecting historically formed moral and 

emotional connection of a person with a complex of 

geographic, ethnic, historical, cultural, ideological, 

aesthetic, religious and other conceptions."37 Thus, 

patriotism is an inalienable moral and emotional 

element of the complex socio-psychological structure of 

the individual, associated with the manifestation of its 

civic qualities. 

 In addition, in the subject space of the 

psychological and pedagogical discourse, civic 

consciousness is considered as an indicator of the socio-

psychological maturity of the individual, which includes 

the following aspects: 1) a stable motivation to fulfill 

civic duties and fulfill civil rights; 2) the manifestation 

of an active life philosophy38; 3) a formed system of 

relations of the individual to the state power and civil 

society as a whole; 4) the manifestation of civic feelings 

and experiences in the behavior of the individual; 5) 

respect for the values and norms of civil society39. In the 

subject space of cultural discourse, civic consciousness 

is interpreted as "the level of the moral culture of 

society, the moral imperative that assesses the degree to 

which society approximates to such ideals as duty, 

responsibility, dignity, conscience, patriotism, 

humanity." 40 This definition of civic consciousness 

                                                 
36 Kozhaspirova G.M. Pedagogical dictionary. Moscow: 

Publishing Center "Akademiya", 2005. p. 23. 
37  Butyrina A.N. Citizenship as a socio-psychological 

phenomenon // Prospects for the development of the Russian state and 

society in modern conditions. Materials of the international scientific-

practical conference. Saratov, 2015. p. 57.  
38  Knyazev A.M. Development of civic consciousness in 

the system of modern Russian education as a problem of pedagogy 

and acmeology // Acmeology. 2008. № 1. 
39  Tseluykina T.G. Citizenship as a component of socio-

psychological maturity of personality // Economic psychology: past, 

present, future. 2016. № 3.  
40 Reznik, Yu.M. Civil society as an idea // Socio-

Humanitarian Knowledge. 2002. № 4. p. 118. 

reflects a wide range of value-semantic relationships 

between a person and society. Emphasizing the ethical 

basis of civic consciousness, the notion of a "culture of 

civic consciousness" is often used in the scientific 

discourse of cultural studies, which combines moral-

ethical and politico-legal meanings: "civic 

consciousness is a complex polycomponent 

phenomenon, including various elements – legal (legal 

culture, observance of laws, freedom, juridical 

conscience); socio-political (political culture, civil 

rights, social and political activity) and moral (civic 

consciousness, duty, responsibility, patriotism) 41. In this 

case, culturologists pay attention to the integral nature 

of the concept of civic consciousness, reflecting a wide 

range of forms of the spiritual culture of society. In 

the space of culturological reflection, attention is paid to 

the sociocultural conditioning of the idea of citizenship, 

its formation "under the influence of many factors, 

distinguishing political ideologies and confession 

predominant in the society, real living conditions of 

people in the state, creating ideas about a normative 

idealized model of society, generating feelings of 

involvement with Its life activity and responsibility for 

its preservation before ancestors and descendants"42. 

Thus, civic consciousness as a value-normative setting 

is directly included in the process of enculturation of the 

individual, in which individual-personal attitudes 

correspond to public notions of duty, the connection of 

generations, responsibility for the destiny of the 

country. Within the framework of philosophical 

discourse, citizenship is viewed primarily in two 

aspects: a) through the prism of the problem of the 

individual; b) in the context of the interaction of a man, 

society and a state. As the quality of the individual, 

civic consciousness is included in the system of ethical 

and legal characteristics of a person, expressing his 

moral dignity, measure of personal responsibility, self-

awareness as the subject of law. Since the concept of a 

"personality" in philosophical discursive practices 

expresses the social nature of a person as a whole, the 

concept of "civic consciousness" reflects totality of 

legal and moral relations between a person and a state. 

Thus, civic consciousness includes the whole field of 

social relations, focused on consensus and sustainable 

development of society. In this sense, citizenship is a 

social communicative code that allows to combine the 

resources of society for its creative cultural and 

evolutionary development43. 

                                                 
41 Rozhkova L.V., Vasilieva N.D. Citizenship and 

patriotism as the basis for the social consolidation of Russian society 

// Monitoring of public opinion. 2014. № 3 (121). p. 125.  
42 Masalov A.G. Citizenship and patriotism: theoretical 

and methodological foundations of research and forms of 

manifestation in modern conditions // Bulleting of M.A. Sholokhov 

MSHU. 2015 № 3. p. 84. 
43 Kagan M.S. Civil society as a cultural form of a social 

system // Social and humanitarian knowledge. 2000. № 6.  



J. Eng. Applied sci., 12 (19): 4809-4813, 2017 

6 

 

 Specificity of philosophical discursive 

practices of civic consciousness is related to 

consideration of this problem in the context of the topic 

of civic identity. In the Russian intellectual tradition, the 

notion of civic identity has its own special connotations 

that distinguish it from the analogous concept that has 

developed within the framework of the European 

intellectual tradition. Thus, in Russian philosophical 

discourse, civic identity is not so much the result of 

identification of individuals with civil society and its 

liberal values, but authentication of an individual with a 

civic nation that is inextricably linked to the state in the 

Russian political tradition44. In this case, we are talking 

about "civil identification as a process of correlation of 

individuals with Russian society as a social whole and 

value orientations adopted in it."45 The civic identity 

considered in this aspect fulfills the function of a kind of 

cement mortar securing numerous ethnoses, confessions 

and social groups in a single whole – a civil nation."46 

And in formation of civic identity, paramount 

importance is given to its state-civilizational dimension. 

In this regard, the most important functional purpose of 

civic consciousness is the integration of society into a 

single system of Russian statehood, which by attaching 

...heterogeneous lands, peoples and cultures with a 

"political hoop"... forms a normative value-based order, 

or a symbolic universum, that is uniform for the 

civilizational areal."47 In this interpretation, civic 

consciousness and civic identity are closely related to 

the notion of the civilizational specificity of Russia.  

In the subject space of philosophical discourse, 

civic consciousness is considered in the context of two 

civilizational-contextual models: the Western, 

conventional model and the Russian sacralistic model48. 

If civic consciousness is expressed in the consolidation 

of society solely on the basis of conditional agreements 

in Western European philosophical discourse, in the 

Russian philosophical tradition, civic consciousness is 

positioned as a system of collective responsibility that 

unites people organically on the basis of historical 

memory linking the past, present and future generations 

into a single cultural and civilizational space.  

Different ideas about civic consciousness have 

developed in the framework of sociological discursive 

                                                 
44 Shevchenko O.M., Danelyus D.V., Serikova I.B. 

Xenophobia as a threat to development of civil identity in modern 

Russia // Socio-humanitarian knowledge. 2014. № 11. Special Issue.  
45 Lubsky A.V. Citizenship as the basic structure of the 

mental matrix of social behavior in Russia // Philosophy of law. 2016. 

№ 5 (78). p.47.  
46  Imgrunt S.I. Civil identification of Russians in 

conditions of social inequality. Rostov-on-Don, 2015. p. 47. 
47 Lubsky A.V., Lubsky R.A. Etatism and paternalism as 

cultural markers of civilizational identity in Russia // Humanitarian of 
the South of Russia. 2013. № 3. p. 96. 

48 Konovalov A.V. Civic consciousness in the Russian 

tradition // Historical, philosophical, political and legal sciences, 

culturology and art history. Issues of theory and practice. 2014. 2014 

№ 7-2 (45). p. 127.  

practices. Some authors, considering civic 

consciousness as a personal quality, believe that it is 

based on the idea of civic duty and concern for the 

public good and is expressed in a person's awareness of 

his rights and duties towards society, as well as 

willingness to follow its legal and moral prescriptions 

voluntarily. Others associate civic consciousness with 

active participation in public life, a sense of human 

involvement in the fate of the fatherland and the 

presence of socially significant moral guidelines that 

determine willingness to assume moral responsibility 

for the past, present and future of their country. For the 

third, civic consciousness, which expresses itself in the 

social activity of a person, manifests itself in 

willingness and ability to actively participate in the 

affairs of society and the state, consciously exercise 

their rights and freedoms and fulfill their duties49. 

 In sociological research practices, civic 

consciousness is also considered as a specific "social 

institution that represents the totality of internalized 

social roles, norms, values that regulate relations of 

people with each other and with the power structures in 

society. These relations are based on the communitarian 

principles implemented: a) in the process of self-

organization; b) on the basis of an individual initiative 

related to the ability to take responsibility for the 

problem situation in society in the field of social 

influence; c) subject to the legitimization of this 

initiative by the state authority or the carrier of 

alternative legitimization in a situation of ideological 

split of society."50. In this interpretation, civic 

consciousness acts both as a characteristic of a socially 

active person, and as a tool for consolidation of society. 

In sociological discourse, civic consciousness is also 

considered as a normative idea that sets a certain 

"system of civic roles adopted in a particular society as 

a model..."51 With the help of norms, rules, normative 

roles and statuses, civic consciousness regulates social 

relations in terms of common good.  

A significant block of work is represented by 

the problem of social solidarity in the space of the 

thematic discourse on civic consciousness in sociology. 

Some researchers understand solidarity as the social 

order, based on mutual active participation of people in 

public life52. Other authors consider solidarity as "the 

                                                 
49 Lubsky A.V. Is it possible to combine civic values with 

patriotism in Russia? // Partnership of the university and the school in 

the field of development of civic values and patriotism. Rostov-on-
Don, 2015.  

50 Nikovskaya L.I. On the civic consciousness of Russian 

civil society // Socio-political transformation in modern Russia: the 
search for a model of sustainable development. M.: Klyuch-S, 2015. 

p. 357. 
51 Malenkov V.V. Dynamics of civic consciousness in 

Russia in the post-Soviet period: Structural-activity approach: Diss... 

of cand. of sociol. sciences: 22.00.04. Tyumen, 2006. p. 86.  
52 Khokonov A.A. Social solidarity as the basic factor of 

the development of civil society // Economy and society: modern 

models of development. 2016. № 12. p. 122. 
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ability to reproduce creative practices, strategies of 

social action, aimed at self-realization and self-

determination of a person on the basis of participation, 

influence and impact on various spheres of public life at 

public-political and everyday levels."53 The third see 

civil solidarity as "the involvement of all members of 

society in national goals and state public policy."54  

Many sociological papers on civic 

consciousness appeal to the notion of civil patriotism55. 

The peculiarity of the discourse of patriotism in Russia 

lies in the fact that it is filled with various ideological 

connotations in the intellectual community56. As a 

result, the notion of civic patriotism is one of 

ideologically loaded concepts, reflecting various 

feelings and conceptions.  

 In some cases, attention is focused on the fact 

that civic patriotism, characterized by love for the 

Motherland and its history, loyalty to national values 

and traditions, is interlinked with civic responsibility, 

tolerance, an active life position, formation of a civil 

political culture57. In other cases, it is emphasized that 

civil patriotism is a system of values that a person has 

for society, and the state has for a citizen58. It is noted 

that civil patriotism is based, on the one hand, on a deep 

sense of love for the Motherland, its people, culture, 

language, native nature, historical roots; willingness to 

serve the country, strengthen, develop and protect it, on 

the other hand – on the love of the fatherland for its 

fellow citizens, on the patriotic state’s respect of human 

rights and freedoms, the entire civil society, ensuring its 

prosperity, strength and greatness. In general, 

sociologists note that the boundaries of the conceptual 

space of civil patriotism in modern Russia are defined 

by such concepts as "patriotism" (taking into account its 

national specifics in Russia), as well as "citizen" and 

"civic consciousness" (in the context of the current state 

of Russian society)59.  

 

                                                 
53 Volkov Yu.G. Joint activity in Russian society: creative 

practices // Sociological research. 2017. № 2. p. 42.  
54 Krasin Yu. Social inequality in the political dimension. 

Access mode: 

http://www.ispr.ru/Confer/SocioProblem/Socproblem.html (date of 
application: 03.05.2017). 

55 Lubsky A.V. Civil patriotism: on compatibility of 

patriotism and civic consciousness in Russian society // Humanitarian 
of the South of Russia. 2017. № 1. Vol. 23. pp. 42-59. 

56 Kuznetsov I.M. Variability of discourses of patriotism 

in the everyday consciousness of Russians // Vlast. 2016. № 7. pp. 
164-171. 

57 Kolesnikov V.A. Civil patriotism and civil political 

culture in modern Russia // Historical, philosophical, political and 
legal sciences, culturology and art history. Issues of theory and 

practice. Part 1. 2013. № 3 (29). pp. 84-91 
58 Civil patriotism is the basis of the people's majority 

[Electronic resource]. URL: http://valyanko.livejournal.com/ 595.html 

(date of application: 23.09.2016).  
59 Lubsky A.V. Civil patriotism: the compatibility of 

patriotism and civic consciousness in Russian society // Humanitarian 

of the South of Russia. 2017. № 1. Vol. 23. p. 45.  

Summary  

A critical analysis of civic consciousness as a 

subject of disciplinary discursive practices in Russia 

allows us to draw the following conclusions. Firstly, 

there is no common understanding of civic 

consciousness in the Russian research practices, which 

would be used in the subject space of various 

disciplines. This is due to the variety of disciplinary 

theoretical approaches that offer their paradigmatic 

grounds for exploring civic consciousness.  

Within the framework of the political discourse 

of civic consciousness in Russia, a constructivist 

paradigm predominates. Within its framework, this 

concept is conceptually formed to a political idea to 

ensure the priority of the interests of the state over the 

interests of the individual, and also to mobilize society 

for achieving political goals. In political science 

discourse, civic consciousness is considered mainly in 

three aspects: 1) as a value included in the space of 

national ideology and political culture to ensure the 

priority of collective interests over individual ones; 2) as 

a way of developing people's civil qualities (duty, 

responsibility, etc.); 3) as a tool of state policy aimed at 

strengthening Russian statehood. 

 In the field of psychological and pedagogical 

disciplinary practices, the civic consciousness is studied 

within the boundaries of humanistic and personality-

oriented paradigms, where the notion of civic 

consciousness as a moral characteristic of the individual 

and the way of education and socialization of the 

individual in society dominates. Therefore, in the 

psychological and pedagogical discourse, civic 

consciousness is considered as an integral quality of the 

personality, developed under the influence of socio-

psychological, emotional and moral attitudes fixed in 

the mind of the individual and affecting its behavioral 

patterns in society.  

The culturological discursive practices of civic 

consciousness are dominated by axiological and 

sociocultural approaches, where civic consciousness is 

considered as the level of the moral culture of both the 

individual, and also society as a whole, the degree of 

social orientation toward civic ideals (duty, 

responsibility, patriotism, etc.). In the context of such 

paradigmatic grounds, civic consciousness acts as a 

cultural imperative that guides people's activities 

towards the achievement of the public good.  

 A more complex approach is given in 

philosophical discursive practices based on 

axiologically-oriented, communicative and 

constructivist paradigms that allow one to interpret civic 

consciousness in its value-cultural contextuality as a 

way of interactive cooperation in society and as a tool 

for development of civil identity. 

The most common in the sociological 

discourse that synthesizes most of the paradigm and 

conceptual plots of the study of civic consciousness in 
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Russia is the institutional approach, where it is 

considered as a set of formal and informal social 

institutions that regulate the relationship between the 

individual, society and the state.  

Thus, in the modern Russian discourse of civic 

consciousness, there is a rather extensive presentation 

field of the results of disciplinary research practices, 

including a variety of approaches where civic 

consciousness concepts acquire its own specifics on the 

one hand, and paradigmatic limitation on the other. As a 

result, disciplinary discursive practices in Russia lose 

the notion of civic consciousness as an integral social 

phenomenon. In this connection, a cognitive need arises 

for the development of a multidimensional 

methodological construct for the Holistic study of civic 

consciousness in Russia. 

 


